
MINUTES
ALPINE TOWNSHIP BOARD

REGULAR MEETING
AUGUST 15, 2011

11-106 REGULAR MEETING AND CONSENT AGENDA

The Alpine Township Board held a regular meeting on Monday, August 15, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. at the
Alpine Township Hall, 5255 Alpine Avenue, Comstock Park, Michigan, 49321. Board members present
were Supervisor Alex Arends, Clerk Jean Wahlfield, Treasurer Jim Townsend, Trustees Ron Cordes, Jim
May, Bill Schweitzer, and Ted Wallace.

Supervisor Arends called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance. An amended agenda was
distributed to Board members to include a closed session to discuss a written legal opinion from the
Township’s legal counsel.

A motion was offered by May with support from Townsend to approve the amended Agenda and
the Consent Agenda. There was no discussion and the motion carried 7-0.

11-107 PUBLIC HEARING - SELLNER BEHR CORPORATION
1120 SEVEN MILE ROAD NW - REQUEST FOR INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES
TAX EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE
CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION #11-19 AND AGREEMENT #11-19

Schweitzer offered a motion, supported by May, to open the public hearing for the industrial
facilities tax exemption application for the Sellner Behr Corporation. The motion carried 7-0.

Sellner Behr president Norbert Dieterle was present on behalf of the request. In response to questions
from the Board he stated that Sellner Behr currently has 329 employees compared to 216 employees in
April 2010. The company has recently secured contracts to produce interior parts for the new Cadillac
and Lincoln automobiles and will acquire new equipment to produce the parts. The tax abatement request
will allow the company to obtain the new equipment, maintain the current workforce as well as expand
the current workforce by at least 10 employees. Dieterle verified that the abatement request is for the full
12 years.

It was confirmed that the required public noticing has taken place and that Sellner Behr Corporation is
current on their taxes. The company has obtained abatements from Alpine in the past.

Noting that no comments from the public were received, a motion to close the public hearing for the
Sellner Behr Corporation tax abatement request was made by May and supported by Schweitzer.
The motion carried 7-0.

A motion was offered by May, with support from Wallace, for Resolution #11-19 approving the
request of the Sellner Behr Corporation located at 1020 Seven Mile Road NW (PP#41-09-23-201-
003) for an industrial facilities exemption certificate for $2,128,511.00 of new personal property for
a period of 12 years. The motion carried 7-0.
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May offered a motion, supported by Codes, to approve Agreement #11-19 the property tax
abatement agreement between Sellner Behr Corporation located at 1020 Seven Mile Road NW and
Alpine Township. There was no further discussion and the motion carried 7-0.

11-108 PUBLIC HEARING - STREET LIGHTING SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT
CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION #11-20

Treasurer Townsend explained that the previous street lighting resolution divided the costs of electric with
the Township paying 20% and 80% of the total amount assessed to all property owners that benefit. One
provision of the previous ordinance was that if the amount assessed to the property owners increased by
more than 10% over the previous year that public noticing and a hearing would take place. The resolution
considered at this meeting removes the reference to the 10% restriction and allows an 80/20 split without
limitations. As the cost for electricity has increased, the Township has been paying more than 20% of the
total costs. The Treasurer noted that the street lighting assessment is applied annually to the winter tax
bills.

May offered a motion, with support from Wallace, to open the public hearing for the street lighting
special assessment district amended resolution and the motion carried 7-0.

Larry Velting, 4064 Luxford NW, explained that he has reviewed the proposed resolution and is
concerned that it does not limit the amount the Township may assess for street lighting. The assessed
amount must be based on the actual cost of electric. He is concerned that the dollar amount for street
lighting will increase every year and that no further public notice is needed.

Emily Schmidt, 620 Marway NW, stated that that she is not aware of the street lighting special assessment
district and is not happy with it.

Gary Tomlinson, 5075 N. Division NW, had several questions regarding the assessment district. He
requested information about who determines the boundaries of the district, about the number of streets as
it makes a difference in the distribution of the assessment amounts and what happens if residents do not
pay their assessment.

A motion to close the public hearing for the street lighting special assessment district was offered by
May and supported by Schweitzer. The motion carried 7-0.

Board members discussed the requests for information received during the public hearing and provided
responses. The revised resolution removes the reference to a 10% increase. No other changes have been
added to the manner in which the electric costs are assessed to properties that benefit other than the
increase costs of electricity.

A motion was offered by May, with support from Cordes, to approve Resolution #11-20, the
amended Street Lighting Special Assessment District as presented. The motion carried 7-0 in a roll
call vote.
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11-109 PUBLIC COMMENT

Former Supervisor Sharon Steffens, 6690 Walker Avenue NW, provided comments regarding the history
of the street lighting district noting that it has been in effect since 1984 and the process was updated in
1999.

Resident and Veteran Bob Bianchi, 4851 Heide, discussed the topic of placing American flags on the
cemetery graves of all Veterans. He reminded the Board of the requirement that the Township is to
purchase/place a flag on every Veteran’s grave. It makes no difference whether the grave is in a private
or Township owned cemetery. All Veterans are to have a flag in place on Memorial Day and it is the
Township’s responsibility.

11-110 COMMISSION REPORTS

Planning Commission: Cordes - The Planning Commission will hold a meeting on August 18. K & K
Manufacturing and Weekes Forrest Products will be the two items on the agenda.
Zoning Board of Appeals: May - A meeting was not held in July. No variance requests have been
received and the August meeting will be cancelled.
Historical Commission: Schweitzer - The Historical Offices are closed in August. A program honoring
Veterans of the War of 1812 and Civil War program has been scheduled for the September 18 open house
which ties in with the Rogue River encampment planned for dates of September 17 and 18.
Sewer & Water: Arends - The Westgate water improvement project continues but residential yards have
not been restored to a satisfactory condition. Re-seeding is planned for September. Administrative work
continues on the future trunk sewer project for submittal of the S2 grant application to be completed by
September 8, 2011
Park & Recreation: Wallace - No meetings have been held during the last few months. It was noted that
the final Park & Recreation ordinance will be reviewed by the Township attorney. Additional parking is
needed at the Complex and will be reviewed by the Capital Improvement Program committee. The
committee will consider additional parking spaces in the area where the old tennis courts were located.

11-111 CLOSED SESSION

A motion was offered by May, with support from Schweitzer, to hold a closed session of the
Township Board to discuss a written legal opinion received from the Township Attorney as allowed
under provisions of the Open Meetings Act. The motion carried unanimously in a roll call vote.

The Board moved back into the Township Hall meeting room at 8:35 p.m.

A motion was offered by May, with support from Cordes, that the Board move back into an open
session of the Township Board and the motion carried 7-0.

It was the consensus of Board members to move item 7-C “Discussion and Possible Action Regarding
Status as Charter Township” to the first item under Pending and New Business.
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11-112 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING STATUS AS CHARTER
TOWNSHIP

Township legal counsel Jeff Sluggett was present to discuss information related to the notice received
from the Secretary of State regarding the eligibility for Alpine to change status to a charter township.

Every ten years following the release of census data general law townships with a population over 2,000
are notified of the option to become a charter township. The process involves required public noticing
which has been completed. Two ways to become a charter township are by a vote of the residents or
adopting a resolution. Attorney Sluggett reviewed the differences of a general law versus charter
township status with one significant difference being that a charter township approved by voters can levy
up to 5 mills and any additional millage.

Board members discussed past and future annexation concerns. Attorney Sluggett stated that his advice is
that protection from annexation is the same whether Alpine remains as a general law township or moves
to charter status.

A brief discussion took place regarding the voter approved 1.1 mills for a period of 20 years for general
operation purposes which will expire in 2013. A renewal question will need to be placed on the ballot for
voter approval if Alpine remains a general law township. Board members noted that the current 1.1 mills
rate for general operating is far less that the amount of 5 mills that would be applied under charter
township status.

A motion was offered by May, with support from Cordes, that Alpine remain a general law
township and not pursue the possibility of a change. There was no further discussion and the
motion carried 7-0.

11-113 DISCUSSION OF POTENTIAL TOWNSHIP PROPERTY UPGRADES

Supervisor Arends noted that improvements and upgrades are needed at Township properties as discussed
at the last meeting. He received information from traffic consultants that the bridge at Six Mile is not
recommended to be increased to two lanes but the erosion problem needs to be repaired soon. Progressive
AE supplied a drawing and outline to increase the number of parking spaces at the Sports Complex in the
area where the tennis courts were removed.

Planner Thomas supplied a memo dated August 15, 2011 to Board members on the process to update the
Township Capital Improvements Program. One of the tasks for the members of the CIP committee will
be to review and comment on the potential purchase, construction, upgrades and replacement of the
physical facilities of the community. The committee will prioritize these projects and make
recommendations to the Township Board for funding from the general fund.

11-114 FIRE DEPARTMENT

Fire Chief Christians reported on the renovation work underway at Fire Station #2 and presented photos.
The overhead door has been ordered and will be installed soon. The work to add the sign and flag pole at
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Fire Station #3 has been completed. The Department is collection information for the purchase of a new
SUV rescue vehicle and a proposal will be presented to the Board at the next meeting. Maintenance and
upgrades to equipment and vehicles continues as AED batteries and the installation of a chevron to the
rear of fire vehicles will be ordered.

The Chief reported that the department ran 107 calls in July which is a one month record for the
department.

11-115 PUBLIC COMMENT

Larry Velting, 4064 Luxford NW, had questions about the One Kent Coalition and the Board’s discussion
and decision regarding charter versus general law township status.

11-116 SUPERVISOR’S REPORT AND BOARD COMMENTS

Supervisor Arends reported on the community meeting held last Tuesday to address the burglaries in the
Alpine Township vicinity and Ottawa County. Approximately 80 people were in attendance which
included two K.C. Sheriff Deputies. The officers presented updated information on the burglaries, a map
showing the location burglaries as well as Neighborhood Watch and general safety information.

The Supervisor provided the dates and times for several upcoming community events.

Treasurer Townsend discussed the information distributed to Board members for First National Bank of
America which has a 9-month CD at a 1.1% rate

A motion was offered by May, with support from Wallace, to approve and add the First National
Bank of America to the list of approved depositories for Alpine Township. The motion carried 7-0.

The Treasurer provided information on accepting debit and credit cards for Board review.

Trustee May stated that on August 22 from 11:00 to 12:30 Senator Debbie Stabenow and U.S. Secretary
of Agriculture Tom Vilsack will hold a meeting at his farm to discuss farm issues and legislation.

11-117 ADJOURNMENT

A motion to adjourn the meeting was offered by May, with support from Townsend, and the
meeting was adjourned at 9:25 in a motion that carried 7-0.

Respectfully submitted,

____________________________________ _________________________________
Jean Wahlfield, Clerk Alex Arends, Supervisor


